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ARBORISTS’

It began with the Friends’ initiative last year to replace the plantings and create a new
landscape design at the Holocaust Memorial Monument on Rockdale Avenue and culminated with over 50 arborists and
tree wardens volunteering their
expertise to beautify and provide
tree care in Buttonwood Park—all
in one day.
On Arbor Day, April 19th, members
of the Southeastern Massachusetts
Tree Wardens and Arborists Association arrived early at the park for
the organization’s ‘volunteer day of
service.’ They cut down decayed
red pines on Rockdale Avenue,
pruned large red oaks near the
playground, and planted shrubs and several trees throughout the park—including at the
Holocaust Memorial, in the Dell, and at the outer edge of the Arboretum. Other activities
included grinding stumps and feeding tree roots. A conservative guesstimate for their services amounts to
$30,000.
The Friends would like to thank Bruce Duffy, President of
the association, who organized the event; his wife,
Melissa, arboriculture department head at Bristol Aggie
in Dighton, and her students; Chance Perks, City Arborist; Mary Rapoza, Director of Parks, Recreation, & Beaches; NSTAR Senior Arborist, Peter
Sellers, who approved the donation of laurel shrubs for the Holocaust Memorial; City of
New Bedford DPI; and the Holocaust Memorial Committee.
We are also grateful to culinary arts teacher, Chris Silva, and her students at GNB Regional
Voc-Tech High School for the delicious pastries; Nelson Hockert-Lotz and Domino’s Pizza;
Dunkin Donuts; and Stop & Shop-Dartmouth for the two sandwich platters.

Thanks to all who contributed to a great day!

Page 2
BASKETBALL COURTS UPDATE

Richard Leary, Technical Coordinator, reports:

Things seem to be really picking up speed on the
basketball court front…
Rain has held up things a bit as far as the groundwork is concerned, but the rough grading of the
courts is pretty much complete. It is quite possible that the asphalt work will be completed within
the next week or two. At the same time, the basketball hoop foundations should go in. The lights
are expected to be in place within 3 to 4 weeks. About 21 days is required after completion of the
asphalt work to allow for the curing of the asphalt. At that point, J.G. Coffey Company will come in
and do any necessary patching of the court surface to level things out, and then do the acrylic
surfacing, color painting and the line painting of the courts. That process will take about a week.
Once that is complete, the state-of-the-art courts should be ready for play.
Richard Leary

Benches, bleachers, bike racks, and landscaping will follow depending on the availability of funds.

‘EVENING

OF JAZZ’ IS A HUGE SUCCESS

On March 13th, despite an early morning snowstorm,—as skies cleared and the sun
came out—over two hundred people showed up to enjoy our ‘March Madness’ Jazz
Concert Event to raise money for three, new basketball courts.
The success of our 1st fundraising effort would not have been possible without event
organizer, Jean Bennett, and her hard-working planning committee of board members and friends; also, the generosity of Neil Weiss, the talent of Hanna Haines, who
came up with an e-vite that created our ‘branding’; our corporate and individual
sponsors; the silent auction donors; the crowd-pleasing musical talent of Shawnn
Monteiro and John Harrison Trio; Hawthorn Country Club and staff; WBSM’s Phil Paleologas and WUMD FM’s David Reis. A special thanks to Gerry Kavanaugh, our MC.
The event netted $17,000. Thank you so much to all our friends and supporters.

President Anne Eades with Eric Britto
Photo credit: Robert Hughes
SouthCoastToday.com
Photo Gallery

FRIENDS PARTNER WITH OPERATION CLEAN SWEEP

On Saturday, May 17th, the Friends again joined Operation Clean Sweep for the annual spring cleanup of Ward 5,
including Buttonwood Park. The event was hosted by SouthCoast Health System.
This year, a large number of volunteers concentrated on cleaning up the area between Route 6 and the
north end of Buttonwood Pond—the future location of the Friends’ ‘Walking Trails Project’ headed by
board member, Lou Garibaldi.
BUTTONWOOD PARK LISTED ON NATIONAL DATABASE

The Cultural Landscape Foundation has added Buttonwood Park to its database of 1,500 Cultural Landscapes from all fifty states.
According to TCLF, “the goal of this searchable, east-to navigate database is to raise public awareness of the rich diversity and
shared interconnectedness of our shared designed landscape heritage. Spanning over two centuries of American landscape design,
the What’s Out There database is searchable by landscape name, locale, designer, type, and style.”

To learn more, visit TCLF.org
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VOLUNTEERS PREPARE PARK FOR NEW SEASON

As all gardeners are well aware, the spring season is an especially busy time of year. The volunteers who
care for the various gardens within the park—the Dell, the Buffer Garden, the landscaping in front of the
Lawler Library and the Reading Area in back—have been working for several weeks cleaning, pruning,
planting, and preparing the gardens for the new season.

Magnolia
CucumberTree
‘acuminata’

Five trees have been planted throughout the park in accordance with the Master Plan—1 Swamp or Red
Maple ‘red sunset’, 1 Japanese Stewartia, 2 Sassafras, and 1 Magnolia, CucumberTree— the hardiest and
largest of all the native magnolias, growing 50 feet to 80 feet wide with a 40–foot spread.

According to Ray Castino, Tree & Maintenance Committee Chair, “the Cucumber Magnolia is a tree that
the Friends have been trying to acquire for some time. Olmsted planted one at Fairsted, his home and the location of
his landscape design firm in Brookline, MA.” The other trees were purchased with funds from our ‘Commemorative
Tree Program’—an eco-friendly way to honor a special person or remember a loved one.
If you would like to join our efforts to beautify and maintain Buttonwood Park, email friends@buttonwoodpark.org
THE HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MONUMENT
IS A STRIKING, VISIBLE REMINDER IN THE PARK

Erected in 1998 with donations from the citizens of Greater New Bedford, the
Holocaust Memorial—the last of the monuments in the park—stands as an enduring reminder of the atrocities committed against six million Jews and other millions
during the Holocaust of 1939-1945. An inscription on the stone tablets reads in
part “murdered, …..but never forgotten” in both English and Hebrew. But the imposing granite monument, with the dramatic, bronze hand reaching skyward, has
also come to symbolize hope, survival, and the resilience of the human spirit.

New Plantings at Holocaust Memorial

The Holocaust Memorial fulfills the dream of Abraham Landau, a native of Poland and Holocaust survivor, whose entire
95-member family was murdered in the Holocaust. The names of twenty-seven concentration camps are engraved on
the polished granite column—among them the thirteen where Mr. Landau was imprisoned from 1940-1945. The numbers 141282 on the bronze sculpture are those of the tattoo on his arm.
After his liberation, Abe Landau and his wife, Freda, also a Holocaust survivor, lived in Germany. In 1950, the Jewish
community in New Bedford sponsored their resettlement. Mr. Landau opened a tailor shop , served as a Cantor during
High Holy Days, raised a family, and became a beloved member of the community as an activist and the motivating
force of the Holocaust Memorial Committee. He died in 2000 at the age of 77.
This outstanding monument is the design of Dr. Peter London, chairman of the Art Education Department at UMass-Dartmouth.
It was sculpted by noted artists Stacy Latt-Savage and Eric Lintala, Professors in the Fine Arts Department in the College of Visual
and performing Arts at UMass-Dartmouth.
BOARD MEMBERS ENROLL IN MASTER GARDENER PROGRAM

As of June 4th, board members, Lou Garibaldi and Ray Castino, will have completed a Master Gardener Program offered by Bristol
Community College at its New Bedford campus. The 13-week program offers 39 hours of instruction covering topics on composting, pruning, insect control, plants, soil, and garden design. Upon the successful completion of the course, one can choose to put in
the required volunteer hours working in gardening and landscape and become a Certified Master Gardener.
Both Lou and Ray will register more than the required 20 hours of community service working in the Park this spring and summer.

Friends of Buttonwood Park is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization established in 1986
BOARD

OF

DIRECTORS

President.....Anne Eades
Recording Secretary.....Sharon Pinho
Corresponding Secretary.....Lydia King
Treasurer.....Laura McLeod
Susan Barnet, Thelma Baxter, Fred Beaumont

MISSION STATEMENT
It is the mission of Friends of Buttonwood Park to serve as
stewards of the park. In this capacity, we will protect and
enhance Buttonwood Park in the spirit of Frederick Law
Olmsted. Here the New Bedford community may find premier horticultural and zoological displays and enjoy both
passive and active recreation and relaxation and escape
from the stresses of urban life.

Jimi Beauregard, Jean Bennett, Danielle Calaway
Ray Castino, Frank Farrell, Marie Fontaine
Louis Garibaldi, Susan Grace, Andrea Harrison

www.buttonwoodpark.org
friends@buttonwoodpark.org

Gerry Kavanaugh, Richard Leary, Dianne Logan,
Florence Novick, Lorraine Perry, Cecelia Porche

Great Parks Make Great Cities

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL MEETING
N e w B e df o r d W h a l i n g Na t i o n a l Hi s t o ri c a l P a rk
C o rs o n M a ri t i m e L e a r ni n g C e nt e r
33 William Street
N e w B e df o r d, M A
T h ur s da y , J u n e 5, 2 0 1 4
6: 0 0 p. m. – 8: 0 0 p. m .

‘Collaboration Is Key To A Successful Organization’
A panel discussion with Ward 5 Councilor, Kerry Winterson, City
Arborist, Chance Perks, Mary Rapoza, Director of Parks, Recreation &
Beaches, and Shara Crook, Curator at Buttonwood Park Zoo

Light Refreshments Will Be Served
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