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Let’s celebrate
all that we have
accomplished
together!

Please join us at the
Annual Meeting
Date:
Time:
Place:

Thursday, May 26, 2016
6:00 P. M.
Wamsutta Club, 427 County Street
New Bedford MA
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NORTH WOODS RE STORAT ION PRO JE CT O N TR ACK
There’s been a whirlwind of activity at the Old Tree Farm on Oneida Street in the last few months.
It took countless hours —and hard labor—but the area is fast
becoming a peaceful, scenic grove.
Brush was cleared, knotweed and bittersweet removed, and dead
trees cut down and shredded—while selected, dead trees still standing were left for wildlife. Several healthy trees were pruned along
Oneida Street.
Ray Castino, Maintenance/Conservation Committee Chair, worked
A View of Buttonwood Pond alongside groups from the Sheriff ’s Community Service Program
and city crews under the supervision of City Arborist, Chance
on Oneida Street
Perks. Our thanks to all for an incredible job!
The Friends have engaged the services of LEC Environmental Consultants to initiate a long-term
invasive species removal and control program —the next step in preparation for the nature trails.
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T WO B UT T E R F LY G A R D E N S P L A N N E D F O R T H E P A R K
Butterflies are becoming a rare sight —especially the majestic
monarch butterfly
Plans are underway for a Monarch Butterfly Garden along the newly rebuilt retaining wall in the Dell.
Plantings will feature the common milkweed plant (Asclepias ssp.) which is essential to the monarch
butterfly’s life cycle and spectacular 3,000-mile migration to Mexico and warmer climates every fall.
Land development and the popular use of glyphosate-based pesticides—
such as Monsanto’s Roundup—are eradicating the milkweed plant. The
decreasing numbers of monarch butterflies in recent decades is alarming.
Scientists say “the correlation is simple—no milkweed, no monarch
butterflies.”
Native milkweed also provides
“nectar resources” for other
species of butterflies and bees.

“...the correlation is simple—
no milkweed,
no monarch butterflies.”

Adult monarch butterfly feeds on A butterfly/pollinator garden is
planned for the southern boundary line of the Old Tree Farm
milkweed flower
situated at the intersection of Oneida and Lake Streets.
The Friends are working with the zoo and the city on the selection of plants for both gardens. Mary Rapoza,
Director of Parks, Recreation, and Beaches, together with zoo personnel will develop educational plans to
involve schoolchildren in the project. Initial planting is scheduled for early June.

FR IENDS WORK W ITH CIT Y TO RE BUILD STO NE WALL

Wall is the Perfect Backdrop for Monarch
Butterfly Garden
As you stroll through the park this spring, please take a closer
look at the beautiful, stone wall west of the greenhouse and
admire the workmanship.

...a “masterful
job”—and it was
completed in less
than 4 days!

Last fall, the city’s Department of
Public Infrastructure (DPI) completely rebuilt the wall that was in
disrepair for so many years.

Ray Castino met with the city’s head mason to ensure the wall
was built as a “farmer’s wall” and to the specifications requested by the Friends. Ray calls the stonework a “masterful
job”—and, amazingly, it was completed in less than 4 days!

City Masons Rebuild New
Retaining Wall
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TREE GUIDES CONNECT CHILDREN TO THE BENEFITS
OF THE NATURAL WORLD

The rewards are smarter, happier, and
healthier children
In the book, “Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our Children
from Nature-Deficit Disorder,” Richard Louv writes how
“direct exposure to nature is essential for healthy childhood
development—physical, emotional, and spiritual.”
But in the last few years, young children have been spending less
time outdoors. Today’s youth are on their electronic devices an
average of 6 hours a day. And there is also a decline in
“unstructured free play”—a contributing factor leading to higher
rates of obesity, Type II diabetes, and other health issues.

Schoolchildren enjoy tree walk
in the Arboretum

Since 2004, the Friends’ popular, hands-on educational program, “Trees in Our Park,” has succeeded in promoting
stewardship of Buttonwood Park —while instilling a
broader love and appreciation of the natural world.

Over 4,000 students from the Greater New Bedford area have participated in field walks in “The Arboretum at
Buttonwood Park.” During a three-week period in the spring and fall, students from local elementary schools
in grades 2, 3, and 4, go out in small groups on guided, 1-hour walks identifying 14 specimen trees.

Do you want to help foster a child’s natural love of nature? Become a Tree Guide!
Teaching materials are available. And you are not expected to go out in the field until you have observed
two walks with an experienced guide. All that is needed is your enthusiasm and commitment!
For more information, please e-mail friends@buttonwood park.org or drop us a line at
P. O. Box 2011 New Bedford, MA 02741

“Party for the Planet”
Ea rth Da y C el ebra tion at Button wood Pa rk Zoo
S atu rda y, Ap ril 16th 11:00 A.M. –3:00 P.M .
As part of the many fun activities, the Friends will plant flower seeds
in biodegradable cups. Bring the children and grandchildren—the
turnout was great last year! Everyone had a wonderful time learning
how to care for the planet.

Rain dat e: Apri l 23rd

Susan Barnet of the Friends helps
children plant seeds
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NEWLY PLANTED TREES WILL NOT SURVIVE
WITHOUT YOUR HELP
This spring, the Friends will plant a larger-than usual-number of
deciduous trees and evergreens throughout the park— thanks to the
generosity of a local business. All trees will be planted by a professional
arborist following Buttonwood Park’s Master Plan.
The Friends will be offering some trees to the zoo and donating trees to
the city for use in other parks and cemeteries as the city determines.
Our thanks to Ron Labelle at the Department of Public Infrastructure
for overwintering the trees at the DPI facility.
The Friends are asking for Tree Keepers to water the young trees in the
park— weekly, until the first frost— for a minimum of two years.
For more information, please e-mail friends@buttonwoodpark.org

Thank you, Lexi…
for alerting the Friends to tree damage this past fall on Facebook.
We rely on friends like you to report any damage in the
park...whether it’s storm-related or a case of vandalism.

Did you know…?
Fuller Parkway—which bisects Buttonwood Park near Brownell
Avenue— is named in honor of Walter E. Fuller, First Lieutenant, U.S.
Army Air Forces, who lost his life in the service of his country during
World War II.
Lt. Fuller was awarded the Purple Heart and Air Medal and is memorialized at the Tablets of the Missing at the Manila American Cemetery in
Manila, Phillipines.

President Anne Eades Plants
Daffodil Bulbs in the
Buffer Garden

MISSION

STA TEMENT

It is the mission of The Friends of Buttonwood Park to serve as
stewards of the park. In this capacity, we will protect and enhance
Buttonwood Park in the spirit of Frederick Law Olmsted.
Here the New Bedford community may find premier horticultural and
zoological displays and enjoy both passive and active recreation,
relaxation, and escape from the stresses of urban life.

