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Da te :     Thu rsday ,  May  26 ,  2016  

Time:     6:00 P. M.  

Place:    Wamsutta Club, 427 County Street  

             N e w  B e d f o r d  M A  

 

Thereôs been a whirlwind of activity at the Old Tree Farm on Oneida Street in the last few months.  

It took countless hours ðand hard laborðbut the area is fast  

becoming a peaceful, scenic grove.  

 

Brush was cleared, knotweed and bittersweet removed,  and dead 

trees cut down and shreddedðwhile selected, dead trees still stand-

ing were left for wildlife.  Several healthy trees were pruned along 

Oneida Street.  

 

Ray Castino, Maintenance/Conservation Committee Chair, worked 

alongside groups from the Sheriff ôs Community Service Program 

and city crews under the supervision of City Arborist, Chance 

Perks. Our thanks to all for an incredible job! 

 

The Friends have engaged the services of LEC Environmental Consultants to initiate a long-term  

invasive species removal and control program ðthe next step in preparation for the nature trails.   

 

 

Letės celebrate  

all that we have  

accomplished  

together!  

 

A View of Buttonwood Pond  

on Oneida Street  

Please join us at the 

Annual Meeting 
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F R I E N D S  WO R K  W I T H  C I T Y  TO  R E B U I L D  S TO N E  W A L L   

Wall is the Perfect Backdrop for Monarch  

Butterfly Garden  

 
As you stroll through the park this spring, please take a closer 

look at the beautiful, stone wall west of the greenhouse and 

admire the workmanship. 

 
Last fall, the cityôs Department of  

Public Infrastructure (DPI) com-

pletely rebuilt the wall that was in 

disrepair for so many years.  

 

Ray Castino met with the cityôs head mason to ensure the wall 

was built as a  ñfarmerôs wallò and to the specifications re-

quested by the Friends.  Ray calls the stonework  a ñmasterful 

jobòðand, amazingly,  it was completed in less than 4 days! 

T WO  B U T T E R F LY  GA R D E N S  PL A N N E D  F O R  T H E  PA R K  

Butterflies are becoming a rare sight ðespecially the majestic  

monarch butterfly  

 
Plans are underway for a Monarch Butterfly Garden along the newly rebuilt retaining wall in the Dell.  

Plantings will feature the common milkweed plant (Asclepias ssp.) which is essential to the monarch 

butterflyôs life cycle and spectacular 3,000-mile migration to Mexico and warmer climates every fall.  

 

Land development and the popular use of glyphosate-based pesticidesð

such as Monsantoôs Roundupðare eradicating the milkweed plant. The 

decreasing numbers of monarch butterflies in recent decades is alarming.  

Scientists say ñthe correlation is simpleðno milkweed, no monarch  

butterflies.ò  

 

Native milkweed also provides 

ñnectar resourcesò for other  

species of butterflies and bees.  

 

A butterfly/pollinator garden is 

planned for the southern boundary line of the Old Tree Farm  

situated at the intersection of Oneida and Lake Streets.  

 

The Friends are working with the zoo and the city on the selection of plants for both gardens. Mary Rapoza, 

Director of Parks, Recreation, and Beaches, together with zoo personnel will develop educational plans to  

involve schoolchildren in the project.  Initial planting is scheduled for early June. 

 

 

ñ...the correlation is simpleð

no milkweed,  

no monarch butterflies.ò 

Adult monarch butterfly feeds on 

milkweed flower 

City Masons Rebuild New 

Retaining Wall 

...a ñmasterful 

jobòðand it was 

completed in less 

than 4 days! 
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ñParty for the Planetò 

 
Earth Day Celebrat ion at  Buttonwood Park Zoo 

Saturday, Apri l  16th 11:00 A.M.ï3:00 P.M. 

 
As part of the many fun activities, the Friends will plant flower seeds 

in biodegradable cups. Bring the children and grandchildrenðthe 

turnout was great last year! Everyone had a wonderful time learning 

how to care for the planet.  

 

Rain date:   Apri l  23rd 

The rewards are smarter, happier, and 

healthier children 
 

In the  book, ñLast Child in the Woods: Saving Our Children 

from Nature-Deficit Disorder,ò Richard Louv writes how 

ñdirect exposure to nature is essential for healthy childhood 

developmentðphysical, emotional, and spiritual.ò   

But in the last few years, young children have been spending less 

time outdoors. Todayôs youth are on their electronic devices an 

average of 6 hours a day. And there is also a decline in 

ñunstructured free playòða contributing factor leading to higher 

rates of obesity, Type II diabetes, and other health issues.  

Since 2004, the Friendsô popular, hands-on educational pro-

gram, ñTrees in Our Park,ò has succeeded in promoting 

stewardship of  Buttonwood Park ðwhile instilling a 

broader love and appreciation of the natural world. 

Over 4,000 students from the Greater New Bedford area have participated in field walks in ñThe Arboretum at 

Buttonwood Park.ò During a three-week period in the spring and fall, students from local elementary schools 

in grades 2, 3, and 4, go out in small groups on guided, 1-hour walks identifying 14 specimen trees. 

Do you want to help foster a childôs natural love of nature? Become a Tree Guide! 

 
Teaching materials are available. And you are not expected to go out in the field until you have observed 

two walks with an experienced guide. All that is needed is your enthusiasm and commitment!  

 

For more information, please e-mail friends@buttonwood park.org or drop us a line at 

P. O. Box  2011 New Bedford, MA 02741 

Susan Barnet of the Friends helps 

children plant seeds  

T R E E  G U I D E S  C O N N E C T  C H I L D R E N  TO  T H E  B E N E F I T S  
O F  T H E  NA T U R A L  WO R L D  

Schoolchildren enjoy tree walk  

in the Arboretum 


